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also leans toward a switch.
White House insiders believeg they

have acquired allies among House -

ocrats who could help the president
mitigate O'Neill's wrath over th& " con-
tras as killers of babies and nuns. These
congressmen heard sharp attacks on the
Sandinistas in private talks with Central
America’s four democratically elerted
presidents, from Costa Rica, Honduras,
Guatemala and E! Salvador—much
slmrperﬂ:anistm:dinpubﬁc. _
That may reflect Reagan’s efforts to
pump up support for the contra plane by
taiking on the telephone to his Cefitral
American counterparts. One president
received the impression that while
Reagan does not want to send anp,US.
troopstoNiaragm,hewiuifhehaato.

ing Soviet pilots. They are flight-testing
and training, but not flying combat.mis-
sions as of now. .
Another development that will be
carefully analyzed for the speaker is

Cuba. Until now, Soviet supply ships
have had to circumnavigate - Seuth
America and unload at Corinto-om the
Pacific side, the only harbor in Nicara-
gua safe for large ships, A
Tip O'Neill over the years has- paid
more attention to stories of atrocities
than the Soviet military and even strate-
gic threat on the American mainland.

ow he is being asked to look at' hard

intelligence in hopes that he will Rasten

congressional action belore It becomes
too late to matter, e
News 7 .
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